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Introduction

English/Reti-type openings received a huge boost in the last decade. With so many
players deciding to play flexibly, and at the same time using chess engines for deep
analysis, they created completely new ideas in old but less-played — or perhaps bet-
ter to say less-explored — lines. One of these lines is presented in this book, the
double fianchetto Reti, as well as some new versions placing the bishop on b2 and
using some combined ideas.

So many grandmasters are now using this method, but not only them — it was al-
ways popular among World Champions as well and surely one of the most famous
games played with White is the 1987 Kasparov-Karpov 24" game played in Seville,
which brought Kasparov — trailing 11-12 — the win necessary to tie the match and
thereby retain his world title crown.

Given this background, it is therefore essential for Black to find an antidote, which
is not so easy: the theory on the opening is flexible with few concrete lines (com-
pared to most openings) so it is essential to understand the main plans and nuances
for both.

| will give here the two main positions from which we start our survey.

EALW Ed@ |
Aid 2iii
A4

4

A
A DA
A AARALA
ENaY ED

Position after: 6. b3

This is the main tabiya. From here | analyzed the main attempts: 6...c5 and 6...b6.



Also very popular is another way of staying flexible:

EALW Ed@ |
Aididiai
A4

A
A A&
2 A AAA
Hn Ydpa EH

Position after: 5. e3

A
=

Yet another highly interesting idea in which White even has some attacking plans
in certain lines.

As the reader can perhaps see or will discover, both positions can be reached from
various move orders and that is why we need to cover such lines in depth.






1. D3 &f6 2. c4 e6 3. g3 d5 4.
£g2 £e75.0-00-06. b3 A
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1. Df3 9f6 2. c4 €6 3. g3 d5 4. 282 Le75.0-0 0-0 6. b3 c5!?

) I o (s TRt 11
al) 7.cxd5 £xd5 8. 0-0 6 9.d4 cxd4d 10.Dxd4 DXdA.....c.ceveveeeeeeeeeeerennenns 12
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d2) 7.0-0 £\c6 8.e3 d4 9.exd4 cxd4 10.E el Ee8 11.d3 £.¢5 12.a3.....coueuuenee. 39
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5...d5 & 6...c5

1. D3 9)f6 2. c4 €63. b3 Le74. 2b2
0-05.g3

EALYW Edg@ |
Aididiai
A4

A
A )
&

A

e > [

A 4 A
Y )=

Position after:

A
=

(2}

.g3

In chapter three we will investigate a
mixture of the Reti and English openings
with traditional play against Black’s clas-
sical approach — the e6/d5 pawn struc-
ture, which has gained huge attention
due to a rise of many related systems.

Here, however, is the starting point of
the pure Reti system, a double fian-
chetto that has been known for a long
time, but which in recent years, espe-
cially, received a serious boost in popu-
larity as a reliable and at the same time
serious idea to challenge Black. White is
playing in a flexible way, keeping all op-
tions open, meaning the game can still
transpose to regular lines.

5...d56. £g2 ¢c5

EALW Eé |
Ad  f1i4i
ia
idi
A
DA
AL

A
2 AA A
Hh Y H

Position after: 6... c5

A
=

This is one of two basic main ideas for
Black: in the next chapter we will deal
with another traditional reaction,
6...b6.

Our idea with 6...c5 is to control the cen-
tre in the most direct way, also having
in mind the plan of going ...d4, crossing
the barrier in order to gain more space
and render White’s bishop less flexible.
We will see some sharp ideas and often
the positions will resemble reversed Be-
noni-type play.

a) 7.cxd5

7. cxd5

This is a typical reaction, one that has
recently been completely modernized
and is not without venom. It sees White
going for more positional play. In subse-
quent files we will look at 7.e3, which al-
low Black to go for the desired ...d4 type
of positions.
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7... Dxd5

The main focus in this book will be to
take back on d5 with the knight.

7... exd5 is a transposition to the Tar-
rasch defence.

8.0-0 X\c6

E oW Eeé |
Ad  Liii
a i
ia
A DA
L AABLA
D W EY

Position after: 8... ?\c6

A
=

11... cxdd 12. Dxda Dxda 13. Wxda
216 14. Wd2 Ec8 15. Eacl Lxb2 16.
Wxb2 2xc4 17. Exc4 Exca 18. bxca
Nfe

W Eé |o
i Adi
i A4
A
at
AT [ AALA
E®

Position after: 18... \f6

Black has preferable chances as the
knight is stronger than the bishop.

9... cxd4 10. Pxd4

9.d4 cxd4 10. Dxd4

9.d4

The modern approach and a very inter-
esting idea: White is quick with his cen-
tral play and keeps open the option as
to where the bl-knight will be devel-
oped. It is a very popular line among
grandmasters. In a later sub-chapter,
we will deal with another idea here:

9./ ¢c3

Less-played, but an idea that has to be
mentioned, is: 9. a3 b6 10. d4 La6
11. Dca [11. dxc5 2.xc5 12. Nea We7
13. a3 Efd8 14. Wp1 Eac8 15. Ec1]

10...2\xd4
10..2\xd4
E aW Ed |0
F S L2341
i
a
A
A A
AL AALA
2H W ED

Position after: 10... 2\xd4

In the next sub-chapter, we will deal
with another topical move: 10...2.d7

11. Wxda
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13

The main approach.
White can deviate with: 11. £xd4 £d7

A) 12. D3 Pxc3 13. 2xc3 Ecg 14.
Ecl1 £.¢6 with equal play.

B) 12. £xd5 is an attempt to go for an
isolated pawn position; it is interest-
ing but Black probably has sufficient
play: 12... exd5 13. Ac3 £h3 14.
Ee1Wd7![14... Was5 15. Wd3 Hacs
16. a3 a6?! 17. g4! Lxga 18. Wg3 5
19. h3 &f6 20. &xf6 Exf6 21. b4
White is close to winning. %-% (34)
Gabuzyan, H (2553) — Sargissian, G
(2616) Yerevan ARM 2025] 15. Wd2
Efe8 16. Eadl Eac8 and Black has
active play.

C) 12. Dd2 L£c6 13. Dca Db4a 14.
£2b2 Ec8 15. a3 Lxg2 16. @xgz
&6 17. Bcl b5 18. De3 Wpe 19.
a3 Wh7

£ Ed |o
F 9 L4141
a i
&
As WH A
& AADA
2 2

Position after: 19... Wh7

Black has no problems whatsoever.
0-1 (41) Keymer, V (2730) — Nepomni-
achtchi, 1 (2757) London ENG 2025.

11... 26 12. Wd2 4 13. gxfa Wxd2
14. Dxd2 £.xb2

E & E® [
di Adi
A
A
A
AR QDNAALA
= 4o

Position after: 14... £xb2

We have reached an interesting end-
game, one that has been tested over
the last few years. Black is counting on
the bishop pair while White reckons on
qgueenside pressure and slightly better
development.

15. Ead1
White goes for the d-file immediately.

An alternative is: 15. Z2abl £f6

£ & Ee [
iid Adi
AS
A
A
A BQAALA
=S E®

Position after: 15... £f6
A) 16. Efd1 Eb8 17. D4 [17. Des
Le7 transposes to the 16.%2\e4 note
below] 17... b6 18. e5 LK xe5 19.
fxe5 a6 20. 23 Efd8 21. Ebcl
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&f8 22. Exds+ Exdg 23. Ec7 Ed2
and the game is equal.

B) 16. Ebcl Ed8 17. Hes Le7 18.
Ec7

X 8K @ |
AA4E 2141
i

DA
A

A ABLKLIA
E®

Position after: 18. Ec7

18... ©f8! This is a much more active
idea... [18... Ed7 19. Ec2 Eds8 20.
Ec7 Ed7 21. Ec2 Edg 22. &f3
Zb8 23. Ec7 Ed7 24. Efcl Exc7
25. Exc7 £d826. Ec4 Le7 Black is
fine as the dark-squared bishop is able
to defend all the weak squares. %-%
(40) Muradli, M (2588) — Deac, B
(2696) New York USA 2024] 19. Efcl
E b8 20. £f3 f5 21. &g3 £.d6 Black
actually has a chance to seize the ini-
tiative.

C) 16. Des Le7 17. Efd1 Ebs 18.
Ebcl g6 19. Lc5 [19. d6 2d8! 20.
Nb5 Exdl+ 21. Exdl a5 22. £f3
&8 Black is out of any danger.] 19...
Ed8 20. Exd8+ £xd8 21. Ed1 £b6
22. ba ©f8 23. e3 Le7 Black easily
equalized. %-% (31) Mikhalevski, V
(2496) — Sargissian, G (2660) Teplice
CZE 2024.

15... Eb8 16. ?\c4 216 17. Pe5

A) 17. 9d6 b5 18. Dxc8 Efxc8 19.
Ed2a520. Efdl a4 21.e3 g6 22. £f1
E c3 Black is OK. 1-0 (75) Warmerdam,
M (2617) — Nepomniachtchi, | (2758)
chess. com INT 2024.

B) 17. Ed2 Eds 18. Exd8+ £xd8 19.
Ed1 £e720. Ed2 ©f821. Nd6 Lxd6
22. Exd6 ©e7 23. Ed2 £d7 Black is
fine again. %-% (47) Novik, M (2399) —
Madaminov, M (2488) Tashkent UZB
2024.

17... Ed8 18. Exd8+ £xd8 19. Ed1

19. Ec1620. Dc4 £c721. e3 2f822.
Ne5 2d6 23. D4 Lc7 Black can
safely put the bishop on e7 as well...
[23... £e7 24. Le4 g6 25. g2 Des
This endgame is OK for Black.] 24. £e4
h6 25. De5 2d6 26. #c4 Lc7 27. ha
&e7 and the ending is OK for Black. 1-0
(46) Artemiev, V (2641) — Kravtsiv, M
(2598) chess.com INT 2026.

19... 2e720. Nd7

E& @ |
Ad DNoiai
A

A
A
A AB LA
E &

Position after: 20. D\d7
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I5

The critical moment which gives White
a material advantage, but we can say it
is of purely symbolic importance...

20. 2f3 f6! 21. d7 Ea8 22. e3 2f7
23. 2h5+ g6 24. Le2 De8 25. £b5
2xd7 26. 2xd7+ ©f7 is just another
draw.

20... £2xd7 21. Exd7 &8 22. Lxb7
Edg 23. Ec7a5

E & Io
LE 24141k
4

4
A
A
A A/ A
D

Position after: 23... a5

This was played in a couple of
grandmaster games and, although Black
is a pawn down, the position is just a
draw.

24. 2236

A) 24. 213 g6 25. Ea7 £b4 26. e3
Ed2 27. a3 £xa3 28. Exa5 Le7 29.
&f1 Eb2 30. Ebs Ebi+ 31. g2
Eb2 The game lasted for many more
moves but White never managed to
push a pawn even to b4! %-% (91)
Grebnev, A (2536) — Sargissian, G (2671)
Sochi RUS 2024.

B) 24. HEc4 2b4 25. Ec2 Ed2 26.
Exd2 £xd2 27. e3 £b4 28. ©f1 Le7
29. @e2 ©d6 30. Dd3 Lel 31. De2
£.b432. ©d3 Lel 33. e2 This is an-
other typical draw; Black exchanged
rooks and that is it. 2-% (33) Ding Liren
(2788) — Nepomniachtchi, | (2795)
Astana KAZ 2023.

24... 2d625. Ec4 2b4 26. g2 g6 27.
Df3 Ed2 28. a4 Ed1 29. Ec8+ &g7
30. £d3 Eh1 31. ©g2 Ed1 32. Eb8
£.¢333. Eb7 2f8

) Io
h=4 d 4
4 4
4
A A
AR
AADA
E

Position after: 33... 28

Yet another game where White didn’t
manage to achieve anything. %-% (46)
Yuffa, D (2647) — Wagner, D (2617) Sa-
markand UZB 2025.

10... £d7

This is another approach, which we can
describe as being ‘less dry’ than our pre-
vious line. Black develops and plays in a
normal manner, retaining chances to
play for an advantage as well.
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o

b [

Do fio>
b Dt
> G

¥ o lE

A
& A A
A

G b L=

A A
= =

Position after: 10... £d7

&

11. Ha3

The main idea, heading for the im-
portant c4-square. The point of going
this way is to keep open the option of
recapturing on d4 with the queen if
Black decides to exchange knights.

There are a couple of other interesting
ideas:

A) 11. Dd2 Dxda 12. Lxda Lc6 13.
A4 Dba was encountered previously.

B) 11. Y3 Dxc3 12. £xc3 Ecs 13.
Ec1 [13. Wd2 Hxds 14. 2xd4 Lc6=
%-% (18) Davies, N (2309) — Tischbierek,
R (2418) Swidnica POL 2025] 13... £a3
14. Ec2 We7 15. Ed2 Hxd4 16. Exd4
2b517. Wd2 £xe2 18. Eel £h5 19.
Ed7 Efdg 20. Wda Wgs5 21. ha Exd7
22. Wxd7 Wdg 23. Wxdg+ Exd8 24.
Lxb7 £g6 Black is doing OK. 0-1 (65)
Sharifov, M (2259) — Mishra, A (2623)
Ciutadella de Menorca ESP 2026.

C) 11. e4 Ndb4 12. a3 [12. Da3 Pixda
13. Wixd4 e5 14. We3 f6 15. Efd1 Wes

Do g

D> BF
=y U

N A
AL ALA
b= 2 &

Position after: 15... Wes

Interesting play that offers Black decent
chances; the bishop on b2 is success-
fully blocked. %-% (44) Marjanovic, A
(2325) — Cvetkovic, S (2262) Paracin SRB
2018] 12... Dxd4 13. Wxd4a [13. 2.xd4
@6 14. 2b2 W7 15. Hc3 Efd8 and
Black is harmoniously developed. 0-1
(34) Moral Garcia, S (2324) — Belov, A
(2421) chess.com INT 2024] 13... e5 14.
Wd2 N6 15. Dc3 Lc5! Bringing the
bishop to d4 is key here. [15... 2\d4 16.
Hadl Le6 17. d5 is less clear. 0-1
(50) Atakhan, A (2417) — Belov, A (2421)
chess.com INT 2024] 16. \d5 £d4 17.
&h1f6 18. f4 K c8 and Black is OK.

E W Ed |=
Ad 22411414
a i

A

2
AR A
AL AR LA
2 ¥ EHED

Position after: 11. Ha3

11... £c51?
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Played only once, but it appears to be a
reasonable try because the main point
is to find a good square for the queen.
Other ideas have been analysed much
more but it seems that White manages
to create some kind of minimal, but
long-term, pressure:

A) 11... &f6
E W Ed o
Ad & 141
a 128

A

N
N A A
AL AALA
)= W Ed

Position after: 11... £f6

A1) 12. Wd2 Hxda 13. Lxd4 Lc6
14. Efdl We7 [14... De7 15. 2xf6
Wyxd2 16. Exd2 gxf6 17. Lxc6 Dxc6
18. BEd7 Eabs 19. H\ca Efds 20.
H ad1 gives White a small but lasting
edge. %5-% (41) Artemiev, V (2716) —
Nakamura, H (2736) chess24.com INT
2020] 15. Yca Ead8 16. Ha5 b5
17. &xf6 Dxfe 18. Wel b6 Black is
OK here.

A2) 12. Dcad Dxd4 13. &xd4 Lbs
14. Ec1 Ec815. a41? Avery interest-
ing attempt that has been deeply an-
alysed... 15... £a6 16. Eel b6 17.
2xf6 Dxfe 18. De5 Wxdl 19.
Ecxd1 Ec7 20. ba!

Ego |m
A £ F Y W
1Y Y )
2
A A
A
AALA
E8E &

Position after: 20. b4!

We can clearly see that White again
achieves some light pressure. 1-0 (33)
So, W (2760) - Giri, A (2764)
chess24.com INT 2022.

B) 11... Dxd4 12. Wxda &f6 13. Wd2
£.6 14. Dcd De7 15. Lxf6! What fol-
lows is very important type of play in
this endgame: White is counting on the
doubled pawns on the kingside because
they are not so mobile, therefore White
has more flexible play. [15. Efd1 %Wxd2
16. Exd2 £xb2 17. Dxb2 Efd8 18.
Hadl Exd2 19. Exd2 &8 20. {4
Hes 21. f4 £xg2 22. Dxg2 D6 23.
&3 De7 24. e4 f6 We can consider this
to be equal. %-% (71) Ding Liren (2799)
— Nakamura, H (2736) chess.com INT
2021] 15... Wxd2 16. Hxd2 gxfe 17.
Hacl Efd8 18. £xc6 Dxc6 19. Efdl
f5 20. &f1 Ed5 21. f3!

E do |m
F O A A
a i
E 1
A NA
J2) AA A
28 &
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21... Ead822. Exd5 Exd5 23. e3 &g7
24. Le2 The first stage of the game is
complete; White has a minimal but
steady edge... 24... 2f6 25. h3 h6 26.
Nell

|m
41 4

A 19 1
E A

A A A4
a DA
=

Position after: 26. De1ll

One of the key moments in the game:
the knight is heading to the attractive
d3-square, and that gives Black the mo-
mentum to try to create more ad-
vantage. 1-0 (68) Mamedyarov, S (2733)
— Suleymanli, A (2632) Shusha AZE
2024.

12. Hca We7!

K Ed |0
Ad o2Wiia
a i

L4

AT

A A
AR | AALQA
E U Ed

Position after: 12... We7!

Now the rooks enter the game much
more easily.

13. Ec1 Efd8 14. e3

14. 2xd5 exd5 15. Zxc6 bxc6 16. Pe5
£e8 17. b4 £Db6 18. Dxc6 Lxc6 19.
E xc6 Wxba with equality.

14... Eac8 15. Dxc6 L.xc6 16. Wga
W8 17. We2 b6 18. Efd1

EE e |e
i A di
A i

24

N

A A A
AL WaLa

2 D

Position after: 18. Efd1

The position is balanced. %-% (18)
Ponomariov, R (2636) — Dominguez Pe-
rez, L (2732) Ciutadella de Menorca ESP
2026.

9./ ¢c3 ~

E AW Ed |
i i L2441
A i

iA

Position after: 9. ?\c3




